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Description:
The Middle Jurassic cliffs at Hayburn Wyke are overlain by a thick deposit of boulder
clay. The Hayburn Beck, which falls onto the beach in a waterfall, has carved a channel
through the rocks to expose the Hayburn Wyke plant bed. The plant bed forms part of the
Cloughton Formation of the Middle Jurassic and contains a rich fossil fauna, comprising
sixty species, dominated by cycads. Of particular interest is Hepaticites haiburnensis, a
marchantiaceous liverwort, known only from this locality. The geological interest of this
site has not yet been fully evaluated, but it is without question an outstanding fossil plant
locality.

Deciduous woodland covers the slopes above the cliff shelf and extends some way up
Hayburn Wyke Beck, merging into a mixed broad leaved and conifer woodland. The
canopy is dominated by oak (both Quercus petraea and Q. robur) with ash Fraxinus
excelsior, sycamore Acer pseudoplatanus, birch Betula pubescens and elm Ulmus glabra.
There are several standards of large-leaved lime Tilia platyphyllos. The understorey of
shrubs includes hazel Corylus avellana, holly Ilex aquifolium and goat willow Salix
caprea, and there is a rich ground flora with sanicle Sanicula europaea, opposite-leaved
golden saxifrage Chrysosplenium oppositifolium, wood millet Milium effusum, male fern
Dryopteris filix-mas, lady fern Athyrium filix-femina and hart’s tongue fern Phyllitis
scolopendrium. The damp conditions favour mosses and liverworts. To the north of
Hayburn Wyke and to the south of Little Cliff, the wood gives way to willow scrub S.
caprea, S. cinerea with a ground flora of great horsetail Equisetum telmateia and hemp
agrimony Eupatorium cannabinum. Herbs of note at this site include the introduced
elecampane Inula helenium and grass of Parnassus Parnassia palustris. In places the
unstable clay and shale is bare of vegetation or is colonised by species such as colt’s-foot
Tussilago farfara.

Birds known to breed include chiffchaff, willow warbler, pied flycatcher, redstart and
blackcap.

Other Information:
1. During the 1984 revision the boundary of the site has been extended.
2. The site lies within the North Yorkshire Heritage Coast.
3. Most of the site is managed by the Yorkshire Wildlife Trust as a nature reserve.
4. Part of the site has been identified as of national important in the Geological  Conservation R

*Under Section 23 of the National Parks and Countryside Act, 1949.


