
County: Cumbria Site Name:   Browgill and Stockdale Becks

District: South Lakeland

Status: Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) notified under Section 28 of the Wildlife and
Countryside Act, 1981.

Local Planning Authority: Lake District Special Planning Board

National Grid Reference: NY 491067 Area: 26.4 (ha) 65.2 (ac)

Ordnance Survey Sheet 1:50,000: 90 1:10,000: NY 40 NE

Date Notified (Under 1949 Act): 1965 Date of Last Revision: 1975

Date Notified (Under 1981 Act): 1987 Date of Last Revision: 1987

Other Information:
1. The site boundary is modified at this revision by extension and deletion.
2. The site was previously known as Browgill Section.

Description and Reasons for Notification:
Browgill and Stockdale Becks are situated approximately 10 km north of Kendal at the northern
end of the Longsleddale valley.  The site, which is of geological interest, extends for one km up
each stream, and includes the south and west facing slopes of Great Howe.

The Stockdale (or Yarlside) Rhyolite is the only well developed product of volcanism in the
Lake District which post-dates the extensive Borrowdale Volcanic Group.  The rhyolite dates
from Ashgill times (late Ordovician) and is the surface expression of the subterranean activity
which produced the Eskdale and Ennerdale granites and marked the final stages of the
Caledonian igneous phase in the area.  In the Stockdale Beck and on the hill between the beck
and Sadgill in Longsleddale, the rhyolite comprises not just one lava but several units,
illustrating a complex volcanic history, including tuffs, various types of rhyolite lava and
ignimbrites (welded tuffs).  Browgill Beck provides an almost complete section through the
overlying Llandovery (Lower Silurian) Stockdale Shales, the Browgill Beds (for which this is
the type locality) and the Brathay Flags above.  Minor rhyolitic lava flows occur in the
Browgill Beds.  This is the type locality for the Monograptus turriculatus and M. crispus
biozones, based on graptolite faunas collected here.  This is therefore a key site for geological
studies of the early Silurian.


